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Introduction

H ighH igh  q uality , h igh  pe rform ing infrastructure  is vital for e conom ic 
grow th  and im prove d q uality  of life .  Transport, com m unications, 
e ne rgy  and h ousing are  all ce ntral to spre ading opportunity  across 
th e  w h ole  country .  Infrastructure  acts as a cataly st for social and 
e conom ic inclusion, e ncouraging gre ate r participation in socie ty  
from  pe ople  of all w alk s of life .

InIn particular, during unce rtain or volatile  e conom ic tim e s, 
continue d inve stm e nt in UK infrastructure  can h e lp provide  
e conom ic stab ility , facilitate  inw ard inve stm e nt and drive  e conom ic 
grow th .

Why must we continue to commit to infrastructure?

SinceSince  th e  financial crisis, infrastructure  h as e njoy e d a w e lcom e  
re vival, w ith  th e  long te rm  strate gic case  for infrastructure  
inve stm e nt and de live ry  b e ing b e tte r unde rstood across th e  
political divide  and w ith in Gove rnm e nt de partm e nts. H ow e ve r, th e  
UK still sits just 24th  in th e  W orld Econom ic Forum  Glob al 
Com pe titive ne ss infrastructure  rank ings, b e h ind a num b e r of our 
e conom ic com pe titors including Japan (7th ), France  (10th ) and 
Ge rm any  (12th ). Ge rm any  (12th ). 

Pub lic Se ctor Ne t Inve stm e nt (a m e asure  of pub lic inve stm e nt in 
infrastructure ) totalle d £34.4 b illion in 2015/16, e q uating to just 
1.9 % of GD P.  Th e  O ECD  e stim ate s th at annual infrastructure  
inve stm e nt of 3.5% of GD P is ne ce ssary  in de ve lope d e conom ie s.  
W ith out th is, th e  O ECD  state s th at th e re  w ill b e  “de trim e ntal” 
im plications for living standards and q uality  of life  and 
com pe titive ne ss w ould b e  “b lunte d”.

InfrastructureInfrastructure  inve stm e nt h as a strong e conom ic stim ulus and 
m ultiplie r e ffe ct and can h e lp to re b alance  grow th  around th e  
country . Th e  UK’s 10 Core  Citie s de live r 25% of th e  nation’s 
e conom y  and are  h om e  to 19  m illion pe ople .  Th e ir im portance  as 
e conom ic h ub s h as b e e n ack now le dge d b y  succe ssive  gove rnm e nts; 
h ow e ve r, w ith out sustaine d inve stm e nt in infrastructure  th e y  are  
unlik e ly  to ach ie ve  th e ir pote ntial.
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The Case for Infrastructure

Established in 1818 and with over 86,000 
members worldwide, ICE is the independent voice 
of infrastructure and the leading source of 
expertise in infrastructure and engineering policy. 
Under our Royal Charter, ICE has a public duty to 
provide advice to all political parties and work with 
industry to ensure that civil engineering remains a 
major contributor to the UK econommajor contributor to the UK economy.
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BREXIT poses sig nificant u ncertainty for private investm ent in in-
frastru ctu re in the U K . The pu blic sector contribu tes one-third of 
the investm ent to the national infrastru ctu re pipeline of projects. 
59%  of financing  is from  the private sector (w orth £251 billion). 
By 20 14, for approxim ately every £1 invested by the g overnm ent 
in U K  infrastru ctu re, £1.67 w as invested by the private sector. So 
w hile pu blic sector investm ent shou ld continu e to be increased, it 
isis also vital that the g overnm ent increases confidence for private 
investors du ring  u ncertain tim es.

Figure 1: Long term infrastructure programmes

Cu rrent investm ent prog ram m es across infrastru ctu re sectors. All 
of these projects w ill help drive jobs, g row th and qu ality of life:

Since 20 10 , the g overnm ent has pu blished six iterations of the
National Infrastru ctu re Delivery Plan (NIDP). This pipeline of w ork  
has helped to im prove the environm ent for infrastru ctu re by
pproviding  visibility and consistency, m ark ing  a m ove aw ay from  
previou s stop-start fu nding  patterns. The cu rrent valu e of the su p-
porting  pipeline of w ork  is £483 billion.  Over 60 0  infrastru ctu re 
projects and prog ram m es are targ eted for investm ent. £297 billion 
of this w ill be spent on projects and prog ram m es to 20 20 -21. 
These m u st continu e to ensu re a stable and consistent
environm ent for private investm ent in infrastru ctu re.

How you can help

Help u s m ak e the case for infrastru ctu re:

• Follow  u s on Tw itter at @ ICE_eng ineers – retw eet ou r 
# Com m it2Infra hashtag  to be part of the debate

• Tw eet #Commit2Infra to you r local M P - ask  them  to
dem onstrate their su pport for ou r 4 recom m endations

• Share this docu m ent w ith friends and colleag u es

2050

Continuing to place
infrastructure investment
at the heart of economic
policy

Continuing to inve st in
long te rm  infrastructure
p rogram m e s (F igure  1)

Sup p orting th e  N ational
Infrastructure  Com m ission and
de live ring a N ational Infrastructure
Asse ssm e nt, sup p orte d b y  ICE’s
N ational N e e ds Asse ssm e nt

Continuing to p lace  infrastructure  at
th e  h e art of p lans for de volution,
as calle d for in our re ce nt State  of th e
N ation: D e volution re p ort
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